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National Policy Committee on Business, Housing & Economic Development 
 

Resolution: Calling on the F ederal Communications Commission to Reform Its Rules Governing 
Retransmission Consent to Ensure Those Rules Protect Consumers 

  
(Passed November 2010) 

  
W H E R E AS, the National Foundation for Women Legislators (NFWL) recognizes the strong governmental interests 
in ensuring continued access to local broadcast signals for all consumers and in fostering a diverse television 
programming industry; and 
 
W H E R E AS, the carriage of local broadcast signals on cable systems and other distribution platforms is governed by 
a regulatory regime referred to as “retransmission consent” and the retransmission consent rules, adopted nearly 20 
years ago under significantly different competitive conditions than exist today, conferred a host of advantages on 
local broadcasters in their carriage negotiations with cable systems; and 
 
W H E R E AS, broadcasters today enjoy far more distribution options—including cable, satellite, and Internet 
platforms—and thus far more negotiating leverage over individual distributors than they had 20 years ago; and 
 
W H E R E AS, the breakdowns in the retransmission consent system cause a number of harms to consumers, including 
consumer confusion surrounding the negotiations between the broadcasters and the distributors and the threats to “go 
dark” unless distributors meet their demands, the possible loss of these local signals, and possible higher subscription 
prices; and 
 
W H E R E AS, the negotiations increasingly appear to be timed to coincide with major television events, as was clear 
during the March 2010 dispute involving ABC and Cablevision on the evening of the Academy Awards, and during 
the December 2009 dispute involving FOX and Time Warner Cable on the eve of the college bowl season; and 
 
W H E R E AS, escalating retransmission consent fees are also soaking up funds that were once available for the 
carriage of diverse, independently owned networks, thus causing a large number of these independent programmers to 
be deprived of reasonable compensation or to be excluded from carriage altogether; now 
 
T H E R E F OR E B E R ESO L V E D,  that  NFWL’s  National  Policy  Committee  on  Business,  Housing  &  Economic 
Development calls upon the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) to carry out its duty to protect the public 
interest by opening a rulemaking proceeding to update its rules governing retransmission consent to reflect current 
competitive realities; and 
 
B E I T F UR T H E R R ESO L V E D , that this Committee calls on the FCC to establish a dispute-resolution or rate-
setting mechanism and to provide for interim carriage while Commission proceedings are underway, in order to 
ensure that viewers are not held hostage by threats to withhold their signals and that retransmission fees do not 
unreasonably drive up rates for subscription television services; and 
 
B E I T F UR T H E R R ESO L V E D, that this Committee encourages the Commission to explore how other related 
conduct—such as the joint negotiation of retransmission consent by multiple stations, the use of program exclusivity 
agreements to limit the distribution of broadcast programming, and the interference by major national networks in the 
retransmission consent negotiations of their independent affiliates—are  undermining  the  government’s  interests  in 
diversity, localism, and competition. 
 
T H E R E F OR E B E I T F IN A L L Y R ESO L V E D , that NFWL send a copy of this resolution to the President of the 
United States, members of Congress, and the Federal Communications Commission. 














































